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Guiding Questions: 

1. The purpose of Brutus’ speech is clear: he has to explain why he joined the conspiracy and
killed his own dear friend. Do you find his explanation persuasive? Why or why not?

2. Mark Antony has promised to speak only as a friend. What is the purpose of his speech?
What effect does it have?

3. What is Shakespeare up to here? Does he believe in the republic? Does he believe in using
violence to achieve political goals? Should we be sorry that Caesar was killed? Why or why
not?

Background:

Before the play starts, Julius Caesar has reached the peak of power. A successful general, he is 
phenomenally popular with the people, and rumors fly that he is planning to accept the title of king. 
Why is this so unsettling? Because the Romans had kicked out their kings 500 years earlier and 
established a republic; in fact, one of the great heroes of this legendary uprising was a man named 
Brutus – a revered ancestor of the Brutus in this play. 

In the first two acts, we learn about a conspiracy to assassinate Julius Caesar to keep him from 
becoming a king. The drama of these two acts centers around the character of Brutus – will he join 
with the conspirators? He is a very close friend of Caesar, and Caesar loves Brutus dearly. 

Act III opens on the morning of March 15, the Ides of March, with Caesar headed to the Senate, 
despite warnings from a soothsayer to beware this day. By the end of scene one, Caesar is dead, his 
last words being, “Et tu, Brute” – “And you too, Brutus?” 

Will the conspirators be hailed and celebrated as saviors of the republic, or will they be hunted down 
as murderers? The rest of the play will hang on the answer to this question. Our two speeches, 
occurring in Act III, scene 2, serve as a centerpiece, where Shakespeare asks and answers this 
question. 
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56 ACT 3. SCENE 2 

Act 3 Scene 2 
Brutus gives reasons to the citizens, but 
Antony moves their hearts to mutiny with 
his oration at Caesar's funeral. Octavius has 
entered the city. 

Os.d. Plebeians: commoners. 

1 satisfied, given a satisfactory 
explanation. 

2 give me audience: listen to me. 

4 part the numbers: divide the crowd. 

7 public: concerning the public; spoken 
in public. 
rendered: rendered. 

10 severally: separately. 
rendered: rendered. 

12 till the last: until the end. 
13-33 Romans . . .  reply, Brutus tries to 

present a reasoned argument-in
prose. 

14-16 Believe me . . .  believe: believe
me because I am a man of honour, 
and remember that I am an 
honourable man whom you can
believe.

16 Censure, judge (not necessarily in a 
negative sense). 

17 senses: understanding. 

22 Had you: would you. 

25 fortunate: successful (in war). 

SCENE 2 

Rome: the Forum. Enter Brutus and Cassius with the 
Plebeians 

All 
We will be satisfied! Let us be satisfied! 

Brutus 
Then follow me and give me audience, friends. 
Cassius, go you into the other street 
And part the numbers. 

5 Those that will hear me speak, let 'em stay here; 
Those that will follow Cassius, go with him; 
And public reasons shall be rendered 
Of Caesar's death. 

First Plebeian 
I will hear Brutus speak. 

Second Plebeian 
I will hear Cassius and compare their reasons 

10 When severally we hear them rendered. 
[ Exit Cassius with some of  the Plebeians 

Brutus goes into the pulpit 

Third Plebeian 
The noble Brutus is ascended, silence! 

Brutus 
Be patient till the last. I Romans, countrymen,' and lovers, hear me for my 
cause, and be silent that you may hear .. Believe me for 

15 mine honour, and have respect to mine honour that you 
may believe. Censure me in your wisdom, and awake 
your senses that you may the better judge. If there be 
any in this assembly, any dear friend of Caesar's, to him 
I say that Brutus' love to Caesar was n,o less than his. If 

20 then that friend demand why Brutus rose against 
Caesar, this is my answer: not that I loved Caesar less, 
but that I loved Rome more. Had you rather Caesar 
were living, and die all slaves, than that Caesar were 
dead, to live all freemen? As Caesar loved me, I weep for 

25 him; as he was fortunate, I rejoice at it; as he was valiant, 

29 would be: would wish to be. 
30 rude: uncivilized. 

36 do to Brutus: i.e. if Brutus becomes a 
tyrant 
question of: reasons for. 

37 enrolled: recorded upon a roll or 
parchment 
extenuated: belittled. 

38 enforced: emphasized. 

41 no hand in: was not responsible for. 
42 a place in the commonwealth: the 

right to live in a free republic. 

44 lover: friend. 

50 parts: qualities. 

ACT 3 SCENE 2 57 

I honour him; but, as he was ambitious, I slew him. 
There is tears for his love, joy for his fortune, honour for 
his valour, and death for his ambition. Who is here so 
base that would be a bondman? If any, speak, for him 

30 have I offended. Who is here so rude that would not be 
a Roman? If any, speak, for him have I offended. Who is 
here so vile that will not love his country? If any, speak, 
for him have I offended. I pause for a reply. 

All 
None, Brutus, none. 

Brutus 
35 Then none have I offended. I have done no more to 

Caesar than you shall do to Brutus. The question of his 
death is enrolled in the Capitol, his glory not extenuated 
wherein he was worthy nor his offences enforced for 
which he suffered death. 

Enter Mark Antony and others with Caesar's body 

40 Here comes his body, mourned by Mark Antony, who, 
though he had no hand in his death, shall receive the 
benefit of his dying, a place in the commonwealth, as 
which of you shall not? With this I depart: that, as I slew 
my best lover for the good of Rome, I have the same 

45 dagger for myself when it shall please my country to 
need my death. 

Comes down 

All 
Live, Brutus, live, live! 

First Plebeian 
Bring him with triumph home unto his house. 

Second Plebeian 
Give him a statue with his ancestors. 

Third Plebeian 
50 Let him be Caesar. 

Fourth Plebeian 
Caesar's better parts 

Shall be crown' d in Brutus. 
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68 ACT 3 SCENE 3 

23 For your dwelling: where do you live. 

31 but: only. 
32 turn him going: send him on his way. 

Second Plebeian 
That matter is answered directly. 

Fourth Plebeian 
For your dwelling-briefly. 

Cinna the Poet 
Briefly, I dwell by the Capitol. 

Third Plebeian 
25 Your name, sir, truly. 

Cinna the Poet 
Truly, my name is Cinna. 

First Plebeian 
Tear him to pieces, he's a conspirator. 

Cinna the Poet 
I am Cinna the poet, I am Cinna the poet. 

Fourth Plebeian 
Tear him for his bad verses, tear him for his bad verses. 

Cinna the Poet 
30 I am not Cinna the conspirator. 

Fourth Plebeian 
It is no matter, his name's Cinna. Pluck but his name 
out of his heart and turn him going. 

Third Plebeian 
Tear him, tear him! Come, brands ho, firebrands! To 
Brutus', to Cassius', burn all! Some to Decius' house, and 

35 some to Casca's, some to Ligarius'! Away, go! 
Exeunt all the Plebeians forcing out Cinna 

Act 4 Scene 1 
Antony, Octavius, and Lepidus plan their 
strategy. 

1 many: this number. 
prick'd: ticked off (with a pin-prick on 
the list). 

4 Upon condition, on condition that. 

9 cut . . .  legacies: take some of our 
expenses out of the legacies in 
Caesar's will. 

11 Or . . .  or: either . . .  or. 

12 slight: weak. 
unmeritable: unworthy. 

13 Meet: suitable. 
fit: right. 

14-i5 The . . .  share it: When the world 
is divided into three parts (Europe,
Asia, Africa), he should have one of 
the shares. 

16 voice: vote. 
prick'd: selected. 

17 In . . .  proscription: in our harsh 
sentences of death and exile. 

ACT4 

SCENE 1 

Rome: Antony's house. Enter Antony, Octavius, and 
Lepidus 

Antony 
These many then shall die, their names are prick' d. 

Octavius 
Your brother too must die; consent you, Lepidus? 

Lepidus 
I do consent. 

Octavius 
Prick him down, Antony. 

Lepidus 
Upon condition Publius shall not live, 

5 Who is your sister's son, Mark Antony. 
Antony 

He shall not live-look, with a spot I damn him. 
But, Lepidus, go you to Caesar's house, 
Fetch the will hither, and we shall determine 
How to cut off some charge in legacies. 

Lepidus 
10 What, shall I find you here? 

Octavius 
Or here or at the Capitol. [ Exit Lepidus 

Antony 
This is a slight, unmeritable man, 
Meet to be sent on errands; is it fit, 
The threefold world divided, he should st nd 

15 One of the three to share it? 
Octavius 

So you thought him 
And took his voice who should be prick' d to die 
In our black sentence and proscription. 
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