
Confronting “The Man”: Nathan’s Parable and David’s Sin 

Shuli Taubes 

Tuesday, Aug. 10 at 7:00 PM EDT 

Course Description: 

When the Bible records the sins of great men and women for all posterity, we must ask why? The 

prolific religious poet and talented musician who was also one of the greatest kings of ancient Israel 

is equally famous for committing two of the greatest sins in Jewish law: adultery and murder. In a 

time when prophets were commissioned by God to speak truth to power, Natan HaNavi (in II 

Samuel 12) rebuked King David. David’s response to the prophet’s accusation was powerful and 

simple: “I have sinned against the Lord.” In this seminar, we will delve into one of the most famous 

confrontations in the Hebrew Bible, as we unpack the prophet’s beautiful and complicated parable 

and the monarch’s moving admission of guilt. 

Guiding Questions: 

1. What are the relative advantages and disadvantages to using parable as a teaching tool, rather
than clear prose?

2. Why is “decoding” this particular parable challenging?

3. What is the relationship between king and prophet, between political and spiritual leadership,
that the narrative and “great speech” attempts to portray?

4. What are some of the deeper messages we can take from this speech that could apply to us
in the modern world?
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*Please   note   -   the   speech   (in   bold)   starts   in   chapter   12.   Chapter   11   is   crucial   for   understanding   both   the
context   and   message   of   the   speech.

II   Samuel   11-12  

 

1 And   it   was,   at   the   return   of   the   year,   at   the   time   
of   the   going   out   of   kings   [to   battle],   and   David   sent  
Joab   and   his   servants   with   him,   and   all   Israel;   and   
they   destroyed   the   children   of   Ammon,   and   
beseiged   Rabbah.   But   David   stayed   in   Jerusalem.  

ים   את   ַהְּמָלאִכ֗ ת   |   ֵצ֣ ה   ְלֵע֣ ת   ַהָּׁשנָ֜  א וַיְִהי֩   ִלְתׁשּוַב֨
יו   ִעּ֜מֹו   ד   ֶאת־יֹוָאב֩   וְֶאת־ֲעָבָד֨ ח   ָּדוִ֡  וַּיְִׁשַל֣

רּו   י   ַעּ֔מֹון   וַּיָֻצ֖ תּו֙   ֶאת־ְּבֵנ֣ ל   וַּיְַׁשִח֙  וְֶאת־ָּכל־יְִׂשָרֵא֗
ִם:  ב   ִּבירּוָׁשָלֽ ד   יֹוֵׁש֥ ה   וְָדִו֖  ַעל־ַרָּב֑

2 And   it   came   to   pass,   at   the   time   of   evening,   that  
David   arose   from   his   bed,   and   walked   upon   the   
roof   of   the   king's   house,   and   he   saw   a   woman   
bathing,   from   the   roof;   and   the   woman   was   very   
beautiful.   

ל   ִמְׁשָּכבֹו֙   ד   ֵמַע֚ ָקם   ָּדוִ֜ ֶרב   וַּיָ֨ ת   ָהֶע֗ י   |   ְלֵע֣  ב וַיְִה֣
ֶצת   ה   רֶֹח֖ ְרא   ִאָּׁש֛ ֶל�   וַַּי֥ ג   ֵּבית־ַהֶּמ֔  וַּיְִתַהֵּל�֙   ַעל־ַּג֣

ד:  ֹֽ ה   ְמא ת   ַמְרֶא֖ ה   טֹוַב֥ ִאָּׁש֔ ג   וְָה֣ ל   ַהָּג֑  ֵמַע֣

3 And   David   sent,   and   inquired   about   the   woman.   
And   he   said:   'Is   this   not   Bath-sheba,   the   daughter  
of   Eliam,   the   wife   of   Uriah   the   Hittite?'   

אֶמר   ֲהלֹוא־זֹא֙ת ֹ֗ ה   וַּי ִאָּׁש֑ ד   וַּיְִד֖רׁש   ָלֽ ח   ָּדוִ֔ ג וַּיְִׁשַל֣
י:   ֶׁשת   אּוִרָּי֥ה   ַהִחִּתֽ ם   ֵא֖ ַבע   ַּבת־ֱאִליָע֔  ַּבת־ֶׁש֣

4 And   David   sent   messengers,   and   he   took   her   
and   she   came   to   him   and   he   lay   with   her:   and   she  
was   purified   from   her   uncleanliness;   and   she   
returned   to   her   house.   

ב   הָ   וַָּת֚בֹוא   ֵאָליו֙   וַּיְִׁשַּכ֣ ים   וַּיִָּקֶח֗ ד   ַמְלָאִכ֜  ד וַּיְִׁשַלח֩   ָּדוִ֨
ָׁשב   ּה   וַָּת֖ ֶׁשת   ִמֻּטְמָאָת֑ יא   ִמְתַקֶּד֖ ּה   וְִה֥  ִעָּמ֗

 ֶאל־ֵּביָתּֽה: 

5 And   the   woman   conceived;   and   she   sent,   and  
she   told   David,   and   she   said:   "I   am   pregnant."   

אֶמר   ֹ֖ ד   וַּת ד   ְלָדוִ֔ ה   וִַּתְׁשַלח֙   וַַּתֵּג֣ ַהר   ָהִֽאָּׁש֑  ה וַַּת֖
ה   ָאנִֹֽכי:   ָהָר֥

6 And   David   sent   to   Joab,   "Send   me   Uriah   the  
Hittite."   And   Joab   sent   Uriah   to   David.   

ה   י   ֶאת־ֽאּוִרָּי֖ ח   ֵאַל֔ ב   ְׁשַל֣ ח   ָּדוִד֙   ֶאל־יֹוָא֔  ו וַּיְִׁשַל֚
ה   ֶאל־ָּדִוֽד:   ב   ֶאת־ֽאּוִרָּי֖ ח   יֹוָא֛ י   וַּיְִׁשַל֥  ַהִחִּת֑

7 And   Uriah   came   to   him,   and   David   inquired   
concerning   the   welfare   of   Joab,   and   the   peace   of  
the   people,   and   the   welfare   of   the   war.   

ד   ִלְׁש֚לֹום   יֹוָא֙ב ל   ָּדוִ֗ יו   וַּיְִׁשַא֣ ה   ֵאָל֑ א   אּוִרָּי֖ ֹ֥ ז וַּיָב
ם   וְִלְׁש֖לֹום   ַהִּמְלָחָמֽה:   וְִלְׁש֣לֹום   ָהָע֔

8 And   David   said   to   Uriah:   "Go   down   to   your   
house,   and   wash   your   feet."   And   Uriah   departed   
from   the   king's   house,   and   there   followed   him   the  
king's   food.   

י�   ץ   ַרְגֶל֑ ד   ְלֵביְת�֖   ּוְרַח֣ ה   ֵר֥ אֶמר   ָּדוִד֙   ְל֣אּוִרּיָ֗ ֹ֚  ח וַּי
ת   יו   ַמְׂשַא֥ א   ַאֲחָר֖ ֶל�   וֵַּתֵצ֥ ית   ַהֶּמ֔ א   ֽאּוִרּיָה֙   ִמֵּב֣  וַּיֵֵצ֚

ֶל�:   ַהֶּמֽ
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9 And   Uriah   slept   at   the   entrance   of   the   king's   
house   with   all   the   servants   of   his   lord,   and   did   not  
go   down   to   his   house.   

י  ת   ָּכל־ַעְבֵד֣ ֶל�   ֵא֖ ית   ַהֶּמ֔ ַתח   ֵּב֣ ה   ֶּפ֚ ב   אּוִרּיָ֗  ט וַּיְִׁשַּכ֣
ד   ֶאל־ֵּביֽתֹו:  יו   וְ֥�א   יַָר֖  ֲאדָֹנ֑

10 And   they   told   David   saying:   "Uriah   did   not   go   
down   to   his   house.   "   And   David   said   to   Uriah,   
"Have   you   not   come   from   a   journey?   Why   did   you  
not   go   down   to   your   house?"   

ה   ֶאל־ֵּבי֑תֹו   ד   אּוִרָּי֖ ר   ֽ�א־יַָר֥ ֹ֔ דּו   ְלָדוִד֙   ֵלאמ  י וַּיִַּג֚
א   ה   ָב֔ ֶר�֙   ַאָּת֣ ה   ֲה֚לֹוא   ִמֶּד֙ ד   ֶאל־אּוִרּיָ֗ אֶמר   ָּדוִ֜ ֹ֨  וַּי

ְדּתָ   ֶאל־ֵּביֶתֽ�:   ַמּ֖דּועַ   ֽ�א־יַָר֥

11 And   Uriah   said   to   David:   "The   ark   and   Israel   
and   Judah   dwell   in   booths,   and   my   lord   Joab   and   
the   servants   of   my   lord   are   encamped   in   the   open  
field;   and   shall   I   come   to   my   house   to   eat   and   to   
drink   and   to   live   with   my   wife?   By   your   life   and   by   
the   life   of   my   soul,   if   I   will   do   this   thing."   

ה   ל   ִוֽיהּוָד֜ ָארֹון   וְיְִׂשָרֵא֨ ד   ָה֠ ה   ֶאל־ָּדוִ֗ אֶמר   אּוִרּיָ֜ ֹ֨  יא וַּי
י   י   ַעל־ְּפנֵ֚ י   ֲאדֹנִ֨ ב   וְַעְבֵד֚ י   יֹוָא֜ ים   ַּבֻּסּ֗כֹות   וַאדֹנִ֨  יְׁשִב֣

ל   ֹ֥ י   ֶלֱאכ י   ָא֧בֹוא   ֶאל־ֵּביִת֛ ים   וֲַאנִ֞  ַהָּׂשֶדה֙   חֹנִ֔
  � י   נְַפֶׁש֔ �֙   וְֵח֣ י   ַחּיֶ֙ ב   ִעם־ִאְׁשִּת֑  וְִלְׁשּ֖תֹות   וְִלְׁשַּכ֣

ר   ַהֶּזֽה:  ה   ֶאת־ַהָּדָב֥ ֶֹ֖  ִאֽם־ֶאֱעש

12 And   David   said   to   Uriah:   "Remain   here   today   
also,   and   tomorrow   I   will   send   you   off."   And   Uriah  
stayed   in   Jerusalem   that   day   and   the   morrow.   

ב   ָּבֶז֛ה   ַּגם־ַהּ֖יֹום   ה   ֵׁש֥ ד   ֶאל־אּוִרּיָ֗ אֶמר   ָּדוִ֜ ֹ֨  יב וַּי
םִ   ַּבּ֥יֹום   ה   ִבירּוָׁשַל֛ ֶׁשב   אּוִרָּי֧ ּךָ   וַּיֵ֨ ר   ֲאַׁשְּלֶח֑  ּוָמָח֣

ת:   ַה֖הּוא   ּוִמָּמֳחָרֽ

13 And   David   called   him,   and   he   ate   before   him,   
and   he   drank,   and   he   made   him   drunk;   and   he   
went   out   in   the   evening   to   lie   on   his   bed   with   the   
servants   of   his   lord,   but   to   his   house   he   did   not   go  
down.   

הּו   ְׁשּתְ   ַוֽיְַׁשְּכֵר֑ אַכל   ְלָפָנ֛יו   וֵַּי֖ ֹ֧ ד   וַּי  יג וַּיְִקָרא־֣לֹו   ָדוִ֗
יו   י   ֲאדֹנָ֔ ב   ְּבִמְׁשָּכבֹו֙   ִעם־ַעְבֵד֣ ֶרב   ִלְׁשַּכ֚ א   ָבֶע֗  וַּיֵֵצ֣

ד:   וְֶאל־ֵּבי֖תֹו   ֥�א   יָָרֽ

14 And   it   came   to   pass,   in   the   morning,   that   David  
wrote   a   letter   to   Joab,   and   he   sent   it   by   the   hand   
of   Uriah.   

ח   ב   וַּיְִׁשַל֖ ֶפר   ֶאל־יֹוָא֑ ד   ֵס֖ ב   ָּדִו֛ ֹ֥ ֶקר   וַּיְִכּת ֹ֔ י   ַבּב  יד וַיְִה֣
ד   אּוִרָּיֽה:   ְּבַי֥

15 And   he   wrote   in   the   letter   saying:   "Place   Uriah   
at   the   forefront   of   the   fiercest   battle,   and   go   away  
from   him,   so   that   he   will   be   hit   and   will   die."   

ה   ֶאל־מּול֙ ר   ָה֣בּו   ֶאת־ֽאּוִרּיָ֗ ֹ֑ ֶפר   ֵלאמ ב   ַּבֵּס֖ ֹ֥ טו וַּיְִכּת
ה  יו   וְנִָּכ֥ ם   ֵמַאֲחָר֖ ה   וְַׁשְבֶּת֥ י   ַהִּמְלָחָמה֙   ַהֲֽחָזָק֔  ְּפנֵ֚

 וֵָמֽת: 

16 And   it   came   to   pass,   when   Joab   kept   watch   
upon   the   city   that   he   assigned   Uriah   to   the   place  
where   he   knew   that   there   were   valiant   men.   

ה   יר   וַּיִֵּתן֙   ֶאת־֣אּוִרּיָ֔ ב   ֶאל־ָהִע֑ י   ִּבְׁש֥מֹור   יֹוָא֖  טז וַיְִה֕
ם:  יִל   ָׁשֽ י   ַאנְֵׁשי־ַח֖ ע   ִּכ֥ ר   יַָד֔  ֶאל־ַהָּמקֹום֙   ֲאֶׁש֣

17 And   the   men   of   the   city   went   out,   and   fought   
with   Joab   and   some   of   the   people   of   the   servants  
of   David   fell;   and   Uriah   the   Hittite   also   died.  

ל   ֹ֥ ב   וַּיִפ י   ָהִעיר֙   וַּיִָּלֲח֣מּו   ֶאת־יֹוָא֔ ְצאּו֜   ַאנְֵׁש֚  יז וַּיֵ֨
י:  ם   אּוִרָּי֥ה   ַהִחִּתֽ ָמת   ַּג֖ ד   וַּיָ֕ י   ָדִו֑ ם   ֵמַעְבֵד֣  ִמן־ָהָע֖

18 And   Joab   sent   and   told   David   all   the   facts  
concerning   the   war.  

י   ד   ֶאת־ָּכל־ִּדְבֵר֖ ד   ְלָדוִ֔ ב   וַּיֵַּג֣ ח   יֹוָא֑  יח וַּיְִׁשַל֖
 ַהִּמְלָחָמֽה: 
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19 And   he   charged   the   messenger   saying:   'When  
you   have   finished   telling   the   king   all   the   facts   
concerning   the   war.  

ת   ר   ְּכַכּלֹוְת�֗   ֵא֛ ֹ֑ �   ֵלאמ ו   ֶאת־ַהַּמְלָא֖  יט וַיְַצ֥
ֶל�:   ר   ֶאל־ַהֶּמֽ ה   ְלַדֵּב֥ י   ַהִּמְלָחָמ֖  ָּכל־ִּדְבֵר֥

20 And   it   shall   be   if   the   king's   anger   is   aroused,   
and   he   says   to   you:   "Why   did   you   approach   [so  
near]   the   city   to   wage   battle?   Did   you   not   know   
that   they   would   shoot   from   upon   the   wall?   

ר   ְל�֔   ַמ֛דּוַע ֶל�   וְָאַמ֣ ת   ַהֶּמ֔ ה   ִאֽם־ַּתֲעֶלה֙   ֲחַמ֣  כ וְָהיָ֗
ת   ם   ֵא֥ ם   ֲה֣לֹוא   יְַדְעֶּת֔ יר   ְלִהָּלֵח֑ ם   ֶאל־ָהִע֖  נִַּגְׁשֶּת֥

ל   ַהחֹוָמֽה:   ֲאֶׁשר־יֹ֖רּו   ֵמַע֥

21 Who   smote   Abimelech   the   son   of   Jerubesheth?  
Did   not   a   woman   throw   an   upper   millstone   upon   
him   from   upon   the   wall,   and   he   died   [there]   at   
Thebez?   Why   did   you   approach   the   wall?"   And   
you   shall   say:   "Also   your   servant   Uriah   the   Hittite   
is   dead".   

ֶׁשת   ֶל�   ֶּבן־יְֻרֶּב֗ ה   ֶאת־ֲאִביֶמ֣ י־ִהָּכ֞  כא ִמֽ
ל   ֶכב   ֵמַע֚ ַלח   ֶר֜ יָכה   ָעָליו֩   ֶּפ֨ ה   ִהְׁשִל֣  ֲהֽלֹוא־ִאָּׁש֡

ה   ם   ֶאל־ַהֽחֹוָמ֑ ָּמה   נִַּגְׁשֶּת֖ ץ   ָל֥ ָמת   ְּבֵתֵב֔  ַהֽחֹוָמה֙   וַָּי֣
י   ֵמֽת:  ם   ַעְבְּד�֛   אּוִרָּי֥ה   ַהִחִּת֖ ַמְרָּת֔  ַּג֗  וְָא֣

22 And   the   messenger   went,   and   he   came   and   told  
David   all   that   Joab   had   sent   him   for.   

ר   ת   ָּכל־ֲאֶׁש֥ ד   ֵא֛ ד   ְלָדוִ֔ �   וַּיָבֹא֙   וַּיֵַּג֣ ֶל�   ַהַּמְלָא֑  כב וֵַּי֖
 ְׁשָל֖חֹו   יֹוָאֽב: 

23 And   the   messenger   said   to   David,   "When   the   
men   prevailed   over   us   and   came   out   against   us   to  
the   field,   then   we   came   upon   them   as   far   as   the   
entrance   of   the   gate.   

ד   ִּכֽי־ָגְב֚רּו   ָעֵל֙ינּו֙   אֶמר   ַהַּמְלָא�֙   ֶאל־ָּדוִ֔ ֹ֚  כג וַּי
ם   ה   וַּנְִהֶי֥ה   ֲעֵליֶה֖ ינּו   ַהָּׂשֶד֑ ים   וַּיְֵצ֥אּו   ֵאֵל֖  ָהֲֽאנִָׁש֔

ַער:  ַתח   ַהָׁשֽ  ַעד־ֶּפ֥

24 And   the   shooters   shot   at   your   servants   from  
upon   the   wall,   and   some   of   the   king's   servants  
died,   and   also   your   servant   Uriah   the   Hittite   is   
dead."   

אים)   ים   (כתיב   ַהּמֹוִר֚  כד וַּיֹ֨רּו   (כתיב   וַּיֹר֨אּו)   ַהּמֹוִר֚
ֶל�   י   ַהֶּמ֑ ה   וַּיָ֖מּותּו   ֵמַעְבֵד֣ ל   ַהחֹוָמ֔ י�֙   ֵמַע֣  ֶאל־ֲעָבֶד֙

י   ֵמֽת:   ם   ַעְבְּד�֛   אּוִרָּי֥ה   ַהִחִּת֖  וְַג֗

25 And   David   said   to   the   messenger,   "So   shall   you   
say   to   Joab;   Let   not   this   thing   displease   you,   for   
the   sword   devours   many   time   this   number;   
strengthen   your   battle   against   the   city,   and   destroy  
it,   and   encourage   him."   

ר   ֶאל־יֹוָא֙ב ֹֽה־תֹאַמ֚ �   ּכ ד   ֶאל־ַהַּמְלָא֗ אֶמר   ָּדוִ֜ ֹ֨ כה וַּי
ה   ה   וְָכֶז֖ ֹ֥ ה   ִּכֽי־ָכז ר   ַהֶּז֔ י�֙   ֶאת־ַהָּדָב֣ ע   ְּבֵעינֶ֙  ַאל־יֵַר֚

יר   ק   ִמְלַחְמְּת�֧   ֶאל־ָהִע֛ ֶרב   ַהֲחֵז֨ ל   ֶהָח֑  ּתֹאַכ֣
הּו:  ּה   וְַחְּזֵקֽ  וְָהְרָס֖

26 And   the   wife   of   Uriah   the   Hittite   heard   that   Uriah  
her   husband   was   dead,   and   she   mourned   over   
her   husband.   

ּה   ה   ִאיָׁש֑ ת   אּוִרָּי֣ ה   ִּכי־ֵמ֖ ֶׁשת   ֽאּוִרּיָ֔  כו וִַּתְׁשַמע֙   ֵא֣
ד   ַעל־ַּבְעָלּֽה:  ֹ֖  וִַּתְסּפ
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II   Samuel   12  

 

27 And   the   mourning   [period]   passed,   and   David   
sent   and   gathered   her   to   his   house.   And   she   
became   his   wife,   and   she   bore   him   a   son.   And   the  
thing   that   David   did   was   displeasing   to   the   Lord.   

ּה   ֶאל־ֵּביתֹו֙  ד   וַּיַַאְסָפ֚ ח   ָּדוִ֜ ֶבל   וַּיְִׁשַל֨ ר   ָהֵא֗ ֹ֣ כז וַּיֲַעב
ר  ַרע   ַהָּדָב֛ ן   וֵַּי֧ ֶלד   ֖לֹו   ֵּב֑ ה   וֵַּת֥  וְַּתִהי־֣לֹו   ְלִאָּׁש֔

ד   ְּבֵעיֵנ֥י   יְהָֹוֽה:  ה   ָדִו֖ ָֹ֥  ֲאֶׁשר־ָעש

1 And   the   Lord   sent   Nathan   to   David.   And   he   
came   to   him   and   said   to   him:   "There   were   two  
men   in   one   city,   one   rich,   and   one   poor.   

יו   א   ֵאָל֗ ֹ֣ ן   ֶאל־ָּדִו֑ד   וַָּיב ח   יְהָֹו֛ה   ֶאת־ָנָת֖  א וִַּיְׁשַל֧
ד   ת   ֶאָח֥ יר   ֶאָח֔ ים   ָהיּו֙   ְּבִע֣ אֶמר   לֹו֙   ְׁשֵנ֣י   ֲאָנִׁש֗ ֹ֚  וַּי

ד   ָרֽאׁש:  יר   וְֶאָח֥  ָעִׁש֖

2 The   rich   man   had   very   many   flocks   and   herds.   :ד ֹֽ ה   ְמא ר   ַהְרֵּב֥ אן   ּוָבָק֖ ֹ֥ יר   ָהָי֛ה   צ  ב ְלָעִׁש֗

3 But   the   poor   man   had   nothing,   save   one   little   
ewe   lamb   which   he   had   bought   and   reared;   and   
it   grew   up   together   with   him   and   his   sons;   of   his  
bread   it   would   eat,   and   from   his   cup   it   would   
drink,   and   in   his   bosom   it   would   lie,   and   it   was   
to   him   like   a   daughter.   

ת   ְקַטָּנ֙ה ה   ַאַח֚ ָֹ֨ ל   ִּכי֩   ִאם־ִּכְבש ֹ֗ ׁש   ֵאֽין־ּכ ג וְָלָר֣
ו   ל   ִעּ֛מֹו   וְִעם־ָּבָנ֖יו   יְַחָּד֑ הָ   וִַּתְגַּד֥ ה   וַיְַחֶּי֕ ר   ָקָנ֔  ֲאֶׁש֣
ב   ל   ּוִמּכֹ֚סֹו   ִתְׁשֶּתה֙   ּוְבֵחי֣קֹו   ִתְׁשָּכ֔  ִמִּפּ֨תֹו   תֹאַכ֜

 וְַּתִהי־֖לֹו   ְּכַבֽת: 

4 And   there   came   a   wayfarer   to   the   rich   man,   
and   he   spared   to   take   of   his   own   flock   and   of   
his   own   herd   to   prepare   for   the   guest   that   had   
come   to   him,   and   he   took   the   poor   man's   lamb,  
and   prepared   it   for   the   man   that   had   come   to   
him."   

ַחת   ל   ָלַק֚ ֹ֗ יׁש   ֶהָֽעִׁשיר֒   וַַּיְחמ  ד וַָּי֣בֹא   ֵהֶל�֘   ְלִא֣
חַ   ַהָּבא־֑לֹו   ֹות   ָלאֵֹר֖ ֹ֕  ִמּצֹאנֹו֙   ּוִמְּבָק֔רֹו   ַלֲעש
ָה ֶֹ֔ אׁש   ַוַּֽיֲעש יׁש   ָהָר֔ ח   ֶאת־ִּכְבַׂשת֙   ָהִא֣ וִַּיַּק֗

א   ֵאָלֽיו:   יׁש   ַהָּב֥  ָלִא֖

5 And   David   became   very   angry   at   the   man;   and  
he   said   to   Nathan:   "As   the   Lord   lives,   the   man   
who   has   done   this   is   liable   to   death.   

ן   אֶמר֙   ֶאל־ָנָת֔ ֹ֙ ד   וַּי ֹ֑ יׁש   ְמא ף   ָּדִו֛ד   ָּבִא֖  ה וִַּיַֽחר־ַא֥
ֹֽאת:  ה   ז ֶֹ֥ יׁש   ָהעֹש וֶת   ָהִא֖ י   ֶבן־ָמ֔ ה   ִּכ֣  ַחי־יְהֹוָ֕

6 And   the   ewe   lamb   he   shall   repay   fourfold,   
because   he   did   this   thing,   and   because   he   had  
no   pity."   

ר   ֶקב   ֲאֶׁש֚ יִם   ֵע֗ ם   ַאְרַּבְעָּת֑ ה   יְַׁשֵּל֣ ָֹ֖  ו וְֶאת־ַהִּכְבש
ר   ֽ�א־ָחָמֽל:   ל   ֲאֶׁש֥ ה   וְַע֖ ר   ַהֶּז֔  ָעָׂשה֙   ֶאת־ַהָּדָב֣

7 And   Nathan   said   to   David,   "You   are   the   man.   
So   says   the   Lord   the   God   of   Israel:   'I   anointed   
you   as   king   over   Israel,   and   I   delivered   you   from  
the   hand   of   Saul.   

ר   יׁש   ּכֹה־ָאַמ֨ ה   ָהִא֑ ן   ֶאל־ָּדִו֖ד   ַאָּת֣ אֶמר   ָנָת֛ ֹ֧  ז וַּי
ֶל֙� י�ֽ   ְלֶמ֙ י   ְמַׁשְחִּת֚ ל   ָאנִֹכ֞ י   יְִׂשָרֵא֗ ה   ֱא�ֵה֣  יְהֹוָ֜

י�   ִמַּי֥ד   ָׁשֽאּול:  י   ִהַּצְלִּת֖ ל   וְָאנִֹכ֥  ַעל־יְִׂשָרֵא֔
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8 And   I   gave   you   the   house   of   your   master   and   
your   master's   wives   in   your   midst,   and   I   gave   
you   the   house   of   Israel   and   of   Judah;   and   if   that  
were   too   little,   then   would   I   add   unto   you   like   
them   and   like   them.  

י   י�   וְֶאת־ְנֵׁש֚ ית   ֲאדֶֹנ֗ ה   ְל�֜   ֶאת־ֵּב֣  ח וֶָאְּתָנ֨
ל   ית   יְִׂשָרֵא֖ �   וֶָאְּתָנ֣ה   ְל�֔   ֶאת־ֵּב֥ י�֙   ְּבֵחיֶק֔  ֲאדֶֹנ֙

ָּנה   ָפה   ְּל�֖   ָּכֵה֥ ט   וְאִֹס֥ ם־ְמָע֔ ה   וְִא֨  ִוֽיהּוָד֑
 וְָכֵהָּֽנה: 

9 Why   have   you   despised   the   word   of   the   Lord,   
to   do   what   is   evil   in   His   eyes?   You   have   smitten  
Uriah   the   Hittite   with   the   sword   and   you   have   
taken   his   wife   for   yourself   as   a   wife,   and   you   
have   slain   him   with   the   sword   of   the   children   of   
Ammon.   

ֹות   ָהַר֘ע ֹ֣ ה   ַלֲעש ר   יְהֹוָ֗  ט ַמּ֜דּועַ   ָּבִז֣יתָ   |   ֶאת־ְּדַב֣
ה   ַהִֽחִּת֙י ת   אּוִרָּי֚ ְּבֵעיַני֒   (כתיב   ְּבֵעיַנ֒ו)   ֵא֣

ה   ְחּתָ   ְּל�֖   ְלִאָּׁש֑ ת־ִאְׁשּ֔תֹו   ָלַק֥ ֶרב   וְֶא֨ יתָ   ַּבֶח֔  ִהִּכ֣
ֶרב   ְּבֵנ֥י   ַעּֽמֹון:  ְגּתָ   ְּבֶח֖  וְאֹ֣תֹו   ָהַר֔

10 And   now,   the   sword   shall   never   depart   from  
your   household   for   ever   because   you   have   
despised   Me   and   you   have   taken   the   wife   of   
Uriah   the   Hittite   to   be   your   wife.   

ם   ֶרב   ִמֵּביְת�֖   ַעד־עֹוָל֑ ה   �א־ָת֥סּור   ֶח֛  י וְַעָּת֗
ֶׁשת֙   אּוִרָּי֣ה   ח   ֶאת־ֵא֙ ִני   וִַּתַּק֗ י   ְבִזָת֔ ֶקב   ִּכ֣  ֵע֚

י   ִלְה֥יֹות   ְל�֖   ְלִאָּׁשֽה:   ַהִחִּת֔

11 So   says   the   Lord:   "Behold   I   will   raise   up   
against   you   evil   out   of   your   own   house,   and   I   
will   take   your   wives   before   your   eyes   and   I   will  
give   them   to   your   friend,   and   he   will   lie   with   
your   wives   in   the   sight   of   this   sun.   

י�   ָרָעה֙  ים   ָעֶל֚ ה   ִהְנִני֩   ֵמִק֨ ר   יְהֹוָ֗ ה   |   ָאַמ֣ ֹ֣ יא ּכ
י   י�   וְָנַתִּת֖ י�֙   ְלֵעיֶנ֔ י   ֶאת־ָנֶׁש֙ �   וְָלַקְחִּת֚  ִמֵּביֶת֔

ֶמׁש   י�   ְלֵעיֵנ֖י   ַהֶּׁש֥ י�   וְָׁשַכב֙   ִעם־ָנֶׁש֔  ְלֵרֶע֑
ֹֽאת:   ַהּז

12 For   you   have   acted   in   secrecy,   but   I   will   do   
this   thing   before   all   Israel   and   before   the   sun."  

י   ֶאֱעֶׂש֙ה ֶתר   וֲַאִנ֗ יתָ   ַבָּס֑ ִֹ֣ ה   ָעש י   ַאָּת֖ יב ִּכ֥
ל   וְֶנֶ֥גד   ה   ֶנֶ֥גד   ָּכל־יְִׂשָרֵא֖ ר   ַהֶּז֔  ֶאת־ַהָּדָב֣

 ַהָּׁשֶֽמׁש: 

13 And   David   said   to   Nathan:   "I   have   sinned   
against   the   Lord."   And   Nathan   said   to   David,   
"Also   the   Lord   has   removed   your   sin;   you   shall  
not   die.   

אֶמר   ֹ֨ אִתי   ַלֽיהָֹו֑ה   וַּי ן   ָחָט֖ אֶמר   ָּדוִד֙   ֶאל־ָנָת֔ ֹ֚  יג וַּי
יר   ַחָּטאְת�֖   ֥�א   ד   ַּגם־יְהָֹו֛ה   ֶהֱעִב֥ ן   ֶאל־ָּדוִ֗  ָנָת֜

 ָתֽמּות: 

14    Nevertheless,   because   you   have   greatly   
blasphemed   the   enemies   of   the   Lord   by   this  
thing,   the   child   also   that   is   born   to   you   shall  
surely   die."   

ר   ה   ַּבָּדָב֖ י   יְהֹוָ֔ ְצּתָ֙   ֶאת־אֹיְֵב֣ ץ   ִנַא֙ ֶפס   ִּכֽי־ִנֵא֚  יד ֶא֗
ן   ַהִּיּ֥לֹוד   ְל�֖   ֥מֹות   יָֽמּות:  ם   ַהֵּב֛  ַהֶּז֑ה   ַּג֗

15 And   Nathan   departed   to   his   house.   And   the   Lord  
struck   the   child   that   Uriah's   wife   bore   to   David,   and  
it   became   mortally   ill.   

ֶלד   ה   ֶאת־ַהּיֶ֜ ָ֗ ף   יְהֹו ֹ֣ ן   ֶאל־ֵּבי֑תֹו   וַּיִּג ֶל�   נָָת֖  טו וֵַּי֥
ד   וַּיֵָאַנֽׁש:  ה   ֵאֶֽׁשת־אּוִרָּי֛ה   ְלָדִו֖ ר   יְָלָד֧  ֲאֶׁש֨

16 And   David   besought   God   on   behalf   of   the   child;  
and   David   fasted   a   fast,   and   he   came   in   and   slept   
lying   on   the   ground.   

ָצם   ד   ַהָּנַ֑ער   וַּיָ֚ ים   ְּבַע֣ ׁש   ָּדִו֛ד   ֶאת־ָהֱא�ִה֖  טז וַיְַבֵּק֥
ְרָצה:  ב   ָאֽ ן   וְָׁשַכ֥ א   וְָל֖ ֔צֹום   ּוָב֥  ָּדוִ֙ד
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17 And   the   elders   of   his   house   stood   over   him   to  
raise   him   up   from   the   ground;   but   he   would   not;   
neither   did   he   eat   bread   with   them.   

ֶרץ   יו   ַלֲהִקי֖מֹו   ִמן־ָהָא֑ י   ֵביתֹו֙   ָעָל֔ מּו   ִזְקנֵ֚  יז וַּיָֻק֜
ם   ָלֶֽחם:  ה   ִאָּת֖ ה   וְֽ�א־ָבָר֥  וְ֣�א   ָאָב֔

18 And   it   came   to   pass   on   the   seventh   day,   that   the   
child   died.   And   the   servants   of   David   feared   to   tell   
him   that   the   child   was   dead;   for   they   said,   "Behold,   
while   the   child   was   yet   alive   we   spoke   to   him   and   
he   did   not   hearken   to   our   voices;   how   then   shall   we   
tell   him   that   the   child   is   dead,   so   that   he   do   [himself]  
harm?"   

י   ֶלד   וִַּיְֽראּו֩   ַעְבֵד֨ ָמת   ַהָּי֑ י   וַָּי֣ י   ַּבּ֥יֹום   ַהְּׁשִביִע֖  יח וַיְִה֛
ִהּנֵ֩ה י   ָאְֽמרּו֙  ֶלד   ִּכ֚ ת   ַהּיֶ֗ יד   ֣לֹו   |   ִּכי־ֵמ֣ ד   ְלַהִּג֥  ָדוִ֜

ע   ְרנּו   ֵאָליו֙   וְ�א־ָׁשַמ֣ י   ִּדַּב֚ ֶלד   ַח֗  ִבְה֨יֹות   ַהּיֶ֜
ה   ָֹ֥ ֶלד   וְָעש ת   ַהֶּי֖ יו   ֵמ֥ ר   ֵאָל֛ י�   נֹאַמ֥ נּו   וְֵא֨  ְּבקֹוֵל֔

 ָרָעֽה: 

19 And   David   saw   that   his   servants   were   whispering  
and   he   understood   that   the   child   was   dead;   and   
David   said   to   his   servants,   "Is   the   child   dead?"   And   
they   said   "[He   is]   dead."   

י   ד   ִּכ֣ ֶבן   ָּדִו֖ ים   וַָּי֥ ְתַלֲחִׁש֔ י   ֲעָבָדיו֙   ִמֽ ד   ִּכ֚ ְרא   ָּדוִ֗  יט וַַּי֣
ֶלד   ת   ַהֶּי֖ יו   ֲהֵמ֥ ד   ֶאל־ֲעָבָד֛ אֶמר   ָּדִו֧ ֹ֨ ֶלד   וַּי ת   ַהָּי֑  ֵמ֣

אְמרּו   ֵמֽת:  ֹ֥  וַּי

20 And   David   got   up   from   the   ground,   and   washed,   
and   anointed   himself,   and   changed   his   clothes;   and  
he   came   to   the   House   of   the   Lord   and   kneeled;   and  
he   came   to   his   house,   and   he   asked   and   they   set   
bread   before   him,   and   he   ate.   

ֶס�   וַיְַחֵּל֙ף ץ   וַּיָ֗ ֶרץ   וַּיְִרַח֣ ד   ֵמָהָא֜  כ וַּיָָקם֩   ָּדוִ֨
ה   א   ֵבית־יְהָֹו֖ ֹ֥ ו)   וַּיָב יו   (כתיב   ִׂשְמ�ָת֔  ִׂשְמ�ָת֔

ֶחם   ימּו   ֛לֹו   ֶל֖ ִֹ֥ ל   וַּיָש חּו   וַּיָבֹא֙   ֶאל־ֵּבי֔תֹו   וַּיְִׁשַא֕  וַּיְִׁשָּת֑
 וַּיֹאַכֽל: 

21 And   his   servants   said   to   him:   "What   is   this   thing  
that   you   have   done?   For   the   live   child   you   fasted   
and   wept,   but   when   the   child   died,   you   got   up   and   
ate   bread?"   

ר   ה   ֲאֶׁש֣ ר   ַהֶּז֖ יו   ָמֽה־ַהָּדָב֥  כא וַּיֹאְמ֚רּו   ֲעָבָדיו֙   ֵאָל֔
ְבּךְ   וְַכֲֽאֶׁש֙ר ְמּתָ   וֵַּת֔ ֶלד   ַחי֙   ַצ֣ יָתה   ַּבֲע֞בּור   ַהּיֶ֚ ִֹ֑  ָעש

אַכל   ָלֶֽחם:  ֹ֥ ְמּתָ   וַּת ֶלד   ַק֖ ת   ַהּיֶ֔  ֵמ֣

22 And   he   said,   "While   the   child   was   yet   alive,   I   
fasted   and   wept,   for   I   said,   'Who   knows?   Perhaps  
the   Lord   will   be   gracious   to   me,   and   the   child   will   
live.   

י   ה   ִּכ֚ ְמִּתי   ָוֶֽאְבֶּכ֑ י   ַצ֖ ֶלד   ַח֔ אֶמר   ְּבעֹוד֙   ַהֶּי֣ ֹ֕  כב וַּי
י   ה   וְַח֥ עַ   וְַחַּנ֥נִי   (כתיב   יְַחַּנ֥נִי)   יְהָֹו֖ י   יֹוֵד֔ ְרִּתי֙   ִמ֣  ָאַמ֙

 ַהָּיֶֽלד: 

23 But   now   [that]   he   is   dead,   why   should   I   fast?   Can  
I   bring   him   back   again?   I   shall   go   to   him,   but   he   will   
not   return   to   me."   

ל   ם   ַהאּוַכ֥ י   ָצ֔ ָּמה   ֶּזה֙   ֲאִנ֣ ת   ָל֚ ה   |   ֵמ֗  כג וְַעָּת֣
יו   וְ֖הּוא   ֽ�א־יָׁ֥שּוב   �   ֵאָל֔  ַלֲהִׁשי֖בֹו   ֑עֹוד   ֲאנִי֙   הֵֹל֣

י:   ֵאָלֽ

24 And   David   comforted   Bath-sheba   his   wife,   and   
he   came   to   her,   and   he   lay   with   her:   and   she   bore   a  
son,   and   she   called   his   name   Solomon;   and   the   
Lord   loved   him.   

יָה א   ֵאֶל֖ ֹ֥ ַבע   ִאְׁשּ֔תֹו   וַּיָב ת   ַּבת־ֶׁש֣ ד   ֵא֚ ם   ָּדוִ֗  כד וַיְנֵַח֣
א)   א   (כתיב   וַּיְִקָר֚ ן   וִַּתְקָר֚ ֶלד   ֵּב֗ ּה   וֵַּת֣ ב   ִעָּמ֑  וַּיְִׁשַּכ֣

ה   ֲאֵהֽבֹו:  ה   וַיהָֹו֖ ֹ֔  ֶאת־ְׁשמֹו֙   ְׁש�מ

25 And   He   sent   by   the   hand   of   Nathan   the   prophet,  
and   he   called   his   name   Yedidiah   for   the   Lord's   
sake.   

א   ֶאת־ְׁש֖מֹו   יא   וַּיְִקָר֥ ן   ַהּנִָב֔ ח   ְּביַד֙   נָָת֣  כה וַּיְִׁשַל֗
ה   ַּבֲע֖בּור   יְהָֹוֽה:  יְדָי֑  יְִד֣
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26 And   Joab   fought   against   Rabbah   of   the   children  
of   Ammon,   and   captured   the   royal   city.   

יר   ד   ֶאת־ִע֥ ֹ֖ י   ַעּ֑מֹון   וַּיְִלּכ ת   ְּבֵנ֣ ב   ְּבַרַּב֖ ֶחם   יֹוָא֔  כו וַּיִָּל֣
 ַהְּמלּוָכֽה: 

27 And   Joab   sent   messengers   to   David   and   said   "I  
have   fought   against   Rabbah,   I   have   also   captured  
the   city   of   waters.   

אֶמר֙   ֹ֙ ד   וַּי ים   ֶאל־ָּדִו֑ ב   ַמְלָאִכ֖ ח   יֹוָא֛  כז וַּיְִׁשַל֥
יִם:  יר   ַהָּמֽ ְדִּתי   ֶאת־ִע֥ ה   ַּגם־ָלַכ֖ ְמִּתי   ְבַרָּב֔  נְִלַח֣

28 And   now   gather   the   rest   of   the   people,   and   
encamp   against   the   city   and   capture   it,   lest   I   
capture   the   city,   and   my   name   be   called   upon   it."  

יר   ם   וֲַחֵנ֥ה   ַעל־ָהִע֖ ֶתר   ָהָע֔ ה   ֱאסֹף֙   ֶאת־ֶי֣  כח וְַעָּת֗
י   א   ְׁשִמ֖ יר   וְנְִקָר֥ ד   ֲאנִי֙   ֶאת־ָהִע֔ ֹ֚ ּה   ֶּפן־ֶאְלּכ  וְָלְכָד֑

יָה:   ָעֶלֽ

29 And   David   gathered   all   the   people,   and   he   went  
to   Rabbah,   and   fought   against   it,   and   captured   it.   

ָתה   ֶל�   ַרָּב֑ ם   וֵַּי֣ ף   ָּדִו֛ד   ֶאת־ָּכל־ָהָע֖ ֹ֥  כט וַּיֱֶאס
ּה   ַוּֽיְִלְּכָדּֽה:  ֶחם   ָּב֖  וַּיִָּל֥

30 And   he   took   the   crown   of   Malkam   off   his   head;   
and   its   weight   was   a   talent   of   gold,   and   [in   it   was]   a  
precious   stone;   and   it   was   [set]   on   David's   head.   
And   the   spoil   of   the   city   he   brought   forth   in   great   
abundance.   

ל   רֹאׁ֜שֹו   ח   ֶאת־ֲעֶטֶֽרת־ַמְלָּכם֩   ֵמַע֨  ל וַּיִַּק֣
אׁש   ֹ֣ י   ַעל־ר ה   וְַּתִה֖ ֶבן   יְָקָר֔ ר   ָזָהב֙   וְֶא֣ ּה   ִּכַּכ֚  ּוִמְׁשָקָל֨

ד:  ֹֽ ה   ְמא יא   ַהְרֵּב֥ יר   הֹוִצ֖ ל   ָהִע֛ ד   ּוְׁשַל֥  ָּדִו֑

31 And   the   people   that   were   therein   he   brought   forth  
and   he   put   them   under   saws,   and   under   harrows   of   
iron,   and   under   axes   of   iron,   and   he   made   them   
pass   through   the   brick   kiln;   and   so   he   did   to   all   the   
cities   of   the   children   of   Ammon.   And   David   and   all   
the   people   returned   to   Jerusalem.   

ְּמֵגָרה   ֶׂשם   ַּב֠ יא   וַָּי֣ ּה   הֹוִצ֗ ם   ֲאֶׁשר־ָּב֜  לא וְֶאת־ָהָע֨
יר   ל   וְֶהֱעִב֚ ת   ַהַּבְרֶז֗ ֹ֣ ל   ּֽוְבַמְגְזר י   ַהַּבְרֶז֜  ּוַבֲחִרֵצ֨

ל   ֹ֖ ה   ְלכ ֶֹ֔ ן   יֲַעש ן)   וְֵכ֣ ן   (כתיב   ַּבַּמְלֵּכ֔  אֹוָתם֙   ַּבַּמְלֵּב֔
ִם:  ם   יְרּוָׁשָלֽ ָׁשב   ָּדִו֛ד   וְָכל־ָהָע֖ י   ְבֵנֽי־ַעּ֑מֹון   וַָּי֧  ָעֵר֣
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